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School of Creative Arts
YouDo Photoshop Workshop: keyboard shortcuts

Functions

Ctrl + N

Creates a New document

Ctrl + O

Opens a saved document

Ctrl + S

Saves the document

Ctrl + Shift + S 
Save as (give the document a new name and you wont overwrite




the original

Manipulating an image

Ctrl + A

Select All (makes a selection of all the pixel data in a given layer)

Ctrl + D

Deselects a selection
Ctrl + C

Copy

Ctrl + V

Paste

Ctrl + X

Cut

Ctrl + Z

Undo function (One action only)

Ctrl + Alt + Z

Multiple undo function
Ctrl + Shift + Z
Multiple redo function

Ctrl + U

Opens ‘Hue/Saturation’ dialogue 

Ctrl + Shift + U 
Desaturates a layer or selection (converts data to greyscale)
Ctrl + L

Opens ‘Levels’ dialogue allowing precise adjustments to the 




Brightness and contrast of a layer or selection


Ctrl + J

Duplicates a layer

Ctrl + T

Transform (allows manipulation of size, rotation and perspective 




Of a selection or layer)  

Ctrl + H

Hide or unhide guides, rulers and slices
Tools

B


Selects the Brush tool (paint brush)

[


Decreases brush size

]


Increases brush size

V


Selects the Move tool

E


Selects the Eraser tool


L


Selects the Lasso tool (for drawing ‘freehand’ selections)

M


Selects the Marquee tool (for rectangular, square or elliptical 




selections)

W


Selects the magic Wand tool (for specific shape or colour 




selections)

G


Selects the paint bucket/Gradient tool

H


Selects the hand tool (useful for navigating around an image when 




Zoomed in close)

Ctrl + Shift + ;

Toggles ‘Snap to’ command
Alt
When in brush mode the press and hold Alt key to toggle the eye dropper tool. This allows you to select and match exact colours from any area of a document. Release the Alt key to return directly to brush mode.

1 - 0 (number keys)
Defines opacity of paint eg. 1 = 10%, 2 = 20% etc (particularly useful when using the paintbrush tool.)

