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HEIF
HIGHER EDUCATION INNOVATION FUND

ACADEMIC ENTERPRISE INITIATIVES
FACULTY OF ARTS
INNOVATION GENERATION

PROGRAMME 08/09
APPLICATION FORM 

HEIF Faculty of Arts Innovation Generation Programme
As a result of the funding received by the University as part of the Higher Education Innovation Fund to promote Technology and Knowledge Transfer, the Arts Coordinator of Academic Enterprise in conjunction with the Office of Innovation are holding a student competition entitled  ‘Innovation Generation’. 

The competition aims to encourage the development of innovative business ideas and concepts from undergraduate, postgraduate and research students within each of the Faculties.  Applications are now invited from students or student teams from the Faculty of Arts (please note that teams can include students from other Faculties). The most innovative, market led project will win a £750 prize with the runner-up projects winning prizes of £500 and £250.  All applicants will be offered a follow up meeting with a mentor and if appropriate, will be assisted in developing their idea for entry into a number of business plan competitions e.g. Investment Belfast – 25k Business Plan Competition, Enterprise Ireland - Student Business Plan Competition.
Applications from students within the Faculty of Arts should be submitted to Justin Magee by email jdm.magee@ulster.ac.uk or post to: Room MQ205, School of Creative Arts, Faculty of Arts at Magee campus by Friday 06th March 2009. Applications will be judged by a panel made up of the Arts Co-ordinator of Academic Enterprise, a Coordinator for Academic Enterprise from another Faculty
 and a representative from the Office of Innovation.  Awards will be made based upon the innovative nature of the projects and their potential benefit to the Faculties, the University and the region.  Applicants will be advised of the decision of this panel by 31st March 2009.  If you would like to discuss your idea or need advice on completing the application form, please contact Fiona McElroy, Business Liaison Officer (Creative Industries), Belfast Campus or Stephen McGilloway, Lecturer, Creative Arts.
Title of project:

Name of applicant 1:

Email address:




Phone number:

School:





Course:








Year of study 
Signature of Applicant 1:





Date: 

Name of applicant 2 (if applicable):

Email address:




Phone number:

School:





Course:








Year of study
Signature of Applicant 2:





Date: 

Please add in details of additional applicants if necessary (ie additional team members)
APPLICATION FORM GUIDANCE

Section - What is the business idea/concept?
Make sure to cover the following:

· Description of your new product or service idea
· What prompted your idea?

· How long have you been developing your idea?



Section - Market opportunity and strategy

Make sure to cover the following:

· Who and where are the key customers?

· How will this customer base be reached?

· What is unique about the product/service? 

· To what extent does the business idea address market needs? 

Section – What do you see as the main hurdles (other than marketing) to overcome?

For example, to what extent:

· Do you believe in the idea and have the ability to convince others?

· Is the technology available or do you have to prove the technology?

· Are you in possession of the skills to turn an idea into a product/service?

· Do you have an insight into the true cost of doing business in your product/service area?

	What is the business idea/concept? (max 150 words)


	

	Market opportunity and strategy (max 150 words)


	

	Main Hurdles to Overcome (other than marketing) (max 100 words)



	

	Business Plan Competitions and Further Support


	Are you aware of the £25k Business Plan Competition?

⁭ Yes         ⁭ No
Would you like to receive further information on the above competition?

⁭ Yes         ⁭ No 
	Are you aware of the Enterprise Ireland Student Business Plan Competition?

⁭ Yes         ⁭ No 

Would you like to receive further information on the above competition?

⁭ Yes         ⁭ No
	There are a number of support programmes for student entrepreneurs such as the SPEED programme (Student Placements for Entrepreneurs in Education)
Would you like to be contacted by a representative from the Office of Innovation and Enterprise for advice on SPEED and other support programmes.
⁭ Yes         ⁭ No


� Arts – Justin Magee (� HYPERLINK "mailto:jdm.magee@ulster.ac.uk" ��jdm.magee@ulster.ac.uk�);  Art, Design and Built Environment – Janet Coulter (� HYPERLINK "mailto:jm.coulter@ulster.ac.uk" ��jm.coulter@ulster.ac.uk�), Business & Management – Dr Norry McBride ( � HYPERLINK "mailto:n.mcbride@ulster.ac.uk" ��n.mcbride@ulster.ac.uk� ), Engineering – Jonathan Wallace (� HYPERLINK "mailto:jg.wallace@ulster.ac.uk" ��jg.wallace@ulster.ac.uk�), Life & Health Sciences – Peter Mitchell ( � HYPERLINK "mailto:pc.mitchell@ulster.ac.uk" ��pc.mitchell@ulster.ac.uk� ), Social Sciences – Dr Fred Morrison (f.morrison@ulster.ac.uk)  





